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lation, being omitted from the title. We find the name
also given as "Ta-sheng-chuang-yen-ching-lun", and a trea-
tise so designated composed by Asanga was translated by
Prabhamitra, a kshatriya of Magadha and a contemporary
of our pilgrim. This translation is evidently a work of
great merit, and the treatise is interesting as giving
Asanga's exposition and defence of Mahayanism. It is a
work in verse with a prose commentary throughout, but
there is no reference to Maitreya as author or inspirer
either of verses or commentary.1

The third treatise here said to have been communicated

by Maitreya to Asanga is called by our pilgrim "Chung-

pien-fen-pie-lun", the Sanskrit original name being "Mad-

hyanta-vibhaga-Sastra".    But this treatise, of which there

are two Chinese translations,  is represented as the work

of Yasubandhu.    The Chinese name which Tuan-chuang

here uses for it is that given to Paramartha's translation,

his own translation having a name slightly different.   The

treatise in both translations gives the "Pien-chung-pien-lun-

sung" by Maitreya, with a running commentary on it by

Vasubandhu.   Maitreya's work is a very short one in seven

poems on seven subjects; and it was this work apparently

which Maitreya, according to Tuan-chuang in this passage,

communicated to Asanga.    The term Madhyanta-vibhaga

seems to mean, as translated into Chinese, "distinguishing

between the mean and the extremes", that is, holding the

mean between the negation and the assertion of existence.2

Above 100 paces to the north-west of the Mango Grove was

a Buddha-relic tope, and beside it were old foundations at the

place where Yasubandhu P-usa descended from Tushita Paradise

to have an interview with his elder brother Asanga P'usa.   Our

pilgrim here represents these two brothers as natives of Grandhara,

and  as having lived in the millemum succeeding the Buddha's

decease (that is, according to the Chinese reckoning, before the

third   century  of our  era).     Asanga,  he tells us,  began his

Buddhist religious career as a Mahlsasika and afterwards became

a Mahayanist:  and Vasubandhu began his religious career in

1 No. 1190.

2 Nos. 1244, 1245, and 1248.